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 For this project, students will present four of the above papers. You may assemble yourselves into groups 
of three students. If there are students “left over,” I will assign them to groups. Once you have a group, you 
should email me with the members of the group and three ranked preferences among the papers. You are wel-
come to examine the papers before choosing which ones you prefer. All papers should be available electroni-
cally through the library e-journals service. (Let me know if you encounter difficulties getting one.) 
 You will have 15 minutes for your presentation, which must include some time for questions. You may 
use Powerpoint or overhead transparencies to show tables, graphs, or important points. There is a computer in 
the room and it would be easiest to move your materials to that computer for projection, but you will want to 
do this before lab begins so that you don’t use up 5 minutes of your presentation time in setup. Please let me 
know at least two days ahead of time if you need me to order any A/V equipment (i.e., an overhead projec-
tor). 
 All members of the group must participate actively in preparing the presentation. However, it is not neces-
sary that all actually present orally in class. You may decide on a format that makes the most sense for your 
group and your paper. 
 Some (all?) of these papers have theoretical or econometric sections that you will struggle to understand. 
That’s part of learning economics: figuring out what the paper is about and what it means, and which sections 
you have to understand intimately and which ones you do not. You should consult with me as needed to make 
sure that you are focusing on the important points. I recommend that you send me a copy of your notes 
and/or slides on Wednesday for feedback. Your presentation should be at a level that all class members can 
understand. It should focus on the results that have important connections to the models we have discussed in 
class and those connections should be explored and emphasized. Use tables, but don’t overwhelm the au-
dience with numbers. The students in the audience should be able to answer a basic final-exam question relat-
ing to the paper. 


