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Between Republic and Empire

QOutline
|.) Tacitus@ Legacy
I1.) An lronic History of Imperial Rome
A.) Tacitus& the Republic
B.) Tacitus& Livy
C.) Prindpae & Empire
I11.) The Necessities of Empire
IV.) Autoaracy & Virtue Prudence & Modeation
V.) Condusgon

Terms Emperors
Audoritas Tiberius (14-37)

Potentia Gaius[CCdigulaQ (37-41)
Prindpaus Claudius(41-54)
Modeatio Nero (54-68)

Laesae Maiestatis Galba, Otho, Vitellius (68-69)
Arcanalmperii Vespasian (69-79)
Domindio Titus(79-81)

Libertas Domitian (81-96)

Res Publica Nerva (96-98)

Prudentia Trajan (98-117)

Domus Hadrian (117-38)
Quotations

1.) Orhese accounts have ther uses. But they are distasteful. What interests and stimulates readersis
ageographical description, the changing fortuneof a baéttle, the gloriousdesth of a commande. My
themes on the other hand concern crud orders, unremitting accusations treacherousfriendships
innoe@nt men ruinedN a congicuoudy monobnots glut of downfalls and their monobnous
causes.O(4nnals, 173)

2) Orhis form of history is by far themos useful. E [Tacitus® Histories] is notabookto read, it
isabookto study and learn; it is so full of maximstha you find of every sort, both rightand wrong;
itisanursery of ethical and political reflectionsfor the provision and adomment of those who hold
aplace in themanagement of theworld.O

Michd deMontaigne GDn the Art of DiscussionQ(Essays, 111:8 Btr. D. Frame, p. 719)

3.) My wish istha each reader will pay the closest attention to thefollowing: how men lived, wha
ther moral prindples were, unde what leaders and by wha measures at home and abroad our
empire was won and extended; then let him follow in his mind how, as discipline broke down bit by
bit, morality at first foundeed; howit next subsded in ever greater collapse and then began to
topple headlonginto ruinN until the advent of our own age, in which we can endure ndther our
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vices nor theremedies needed to cure them. The special and salutary bendfit of the study of history
isto behold evidence of every sort of behaviour set forth as on a splendid memoria; fromit you
may select for yourself and for your county wha to emulate, fromit wha to avoid, whether basely
begunor basely conduded.O(Livy, 4)

4.) QM]y chronicleis quite a different matter from histories of early Rome. Ther subjects were
great wars, cities stormed, kingsrouted and captured. Or, if home affairs were ther choice, they
could turn freely to conflicts of conauls with tribures, to land-and corn-laws, feudsof conservatives
and commons Mine, ontheother hand, is a circumscribed, ingloriousfield.O(4nnals, 172-3)

5.) Or et even appaently insgnificant events such as these are worth examination. For they often
cause major historical developments. E [N]ow tha Rome has virtudly been transormed into an
autoaracy, theinvestigation and record of these details concerning the autocrat may prove useful.
Indeed, it is from such studiesN from the experience of othersN that most men learn to distinguish
right from wrong, advantage and disadvantage. Few can tell them apart ingindively.O(4nnals 173)

6.) O'hehistory of afree naionin peace and war will be my theme from this point on, theelection
of annud magistrates and greater obedience to commandsof law than to those of men.O(Livy, 71)

7)) G50 he[Gaius Sallugtius Crispug warned Liviathat paace secrets, the advice of friends and
services performed by thearmy, were best undivulged; and Tiberius mus notweaken thethroneby
referring everything to the senate. Thewhole point of autocracy, Crispusobserved, isthat the
accounts will notcome right unless theruler istheir only auditor.O(4nnals, 35)

8.) Ot isnotfor usto comment on the man whomyou elevate aboveothers and on your reasons
The godshave given you supreme controlN to usis left theglory of obeying! E Research into the
empeor® hidden thoughs and secret designsis forbidden, hazardousand not necessarily
informative.O(4nnals, 205 DEmphasis added)

9.) Neverthdess, [Tiberiug did notconvince people of his Republicanism. For herevived the
treason law. Theandents had employed the same name, but had applied it to other offensesN to
official miscondud damaging the Roman State, such as betrayal of an army or indtement to
sedition. Action had been taken agang deeds wordswent unpunshed. Thefirst who employed this
law to investigate written libd was Augugus provoked by Cassius Severus an immodeaate
dandeer of eminent men and women. The Tiberius, asked by a praetor, Quintius Pompeus Macer,
whether cases unde thetreason law were to receive attention, replied: the laws must take their
course. Like Augugushehad been annoyed by anonynousverses. These had criticized his crudty,
arrogance, and bad relationswith his mother.O(4nnals, 73D 0rigind emphasis)

10) QHow truly the wisest of men used to assert that the souls of despots, if revealed, would show
woundsand mutilationsN weals [eft on the spirit, like lash-marks on a body;, by crudty, lust and
malevolence. Neither Tiberius® autocracy norisolation could save him from confessing theinternd
torments which were hisretributionO(4nnals, 202-3)

11) On my sixth and seventh consulships after | had put an end to thecivil wars, having attained
supreme power by universal consent, | tranderred the state from my own power to the control of the
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Roman senate and the people. E After tha time | excelled all in authority, butl possessed no more
power than the others who were my colleagues in each magistracy.O(Res Gestae, 34)

12) QPompey, in his third consulship, was chosen to reform public life. But his cures were worse
than the abuses; and he broke his own laws. Force was the means of his control, and by force helost
it. During thetwenty years of strife that followed, morality and the law were non-existent,
crimindity went unpunshed, decency was often fatal. Findly, Caesar Augugus when consul for
the sixth time, felt sure enoughof his postionto cancel all tha he had decreed as Triumvir, in favor
of anew order: peace and the Prindpae.O(4nnals, 133)

13) QAugudusattracted everybody® goodwill by the enjoyable gift of peace. Then he gradudly
pushed ahead and absorbed the fundionsof the senée, the officials and even thelaw. Oppostion
did notexist. War or judicial murder had disposed of al men of spirit. Uppea-class survivors found
that davish obedience was theway to succeed, both politically andfinandally. They had profited
fromtherevolution, and so now they liked the security of the existing arrangament better than the
dangeousunaertainties of the old regime. Besides, the new order was popular in theprovinces.
There, govenment by Senae and People was looked uponskeptically as a matter of sparring
dignitaries and extortionae officials.O (4nnals, 32)

14) But there are notribes beyondus nothing indeed but waves and rocks, and the yet more
terrible Romans fromwhose oppression escapeis vainly soughtby obedience and submission.
Robbe's of theworld, having by their universal plunde exhauged theland, they rifle thedeep. If
theenemy berich, they are rapacious if hebepoa, they lug for domnion; nether the east northe
west has been able to satisfy them. Aloneamongmen they covet with equd eagerness povety and
riches. To robbey, daughtr, plunde, they give the lying name of empire; they make a wasteland
[solitudinem)] and call it peace.O(4gricola, 30 DEmphasis added)

15) QWhile he[Tiberiug was a private citizen or holding commandsunde Augusus his life was
blameless; and so was his reputation. While Germanicusand Drusustill lived, he conaealed his

real self, cunningly affecting virtuousqudities. However, until his mother died there was goodin
Tiberiusaswell asevil. Agan, aslongas hefavored (or feared) Sejanus the crudty of Tiberiuswas
detested, but his perversionsunrevealed. Then fear vanished, and with it shame. Thereafter he
expressed only his own persondityN by unrestrained crime and infamy.O(4nnals, 226-7)

16) Of Tiberius in spite of al his experience, has been transformed and deranged by absolute
power, will Gaiusdo better? Almog a boy, wholly ignorant, with a crimind upbiringing, guided by
Macro the man chosen to suppress Sgjanus thoughMacro istheworse man of thetwo and
responsble for more terrible crimes and nationd suffering. | foresee even grimmer savery ahead.O
(Annals, 225

17) O donotforget thetimesin which | have been bom, or theform of government which our
fathers and grandfathers established. | may regard with admiration an earlier period, butl acquiesce
in the present, and, while | pray for goodEmperors, | can endure whomsoever we may have.O
(Histories, 1V .8)
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18) CEven if | were describing foreign wars and patriotic deaths, this monobnousseries of events
would have become tediousboth for me as for my readers. For | should expect them to feel as
surfeited as myself by thetragic sequence of citizen deathsNl even if they had been honoible
deaths But this slavish passivity, this torrent of wasted bloodshed far from active service, wearies,
depresses, and paralyzes the mind. O(4nnals, 389

19) (How much finer to die for thegoodof your county, calingfor men to defendits freedom
Thearmy may fail you, the people abandonyou. But yourselfN if you mug die earlyN diein away
of which your ancestors and pogerity could approve! But Piso was unimpressed, After abrief
public appearance, he shut himself in his house and summoned up couragefor his end, waiting for
the Guardamen. EB ut Piso died by opening theveinsin his arms. He loaded his will with repulsive
flattery of Nero. This was donebecause Piso loved his own wife Satria Gulla, thoughshewas low-
bom and her beauty her only asset. O(4nnals, 374)

20.) O findtha this Marcus L epidusplayed awise an noble pat in events. He often paliated the
brutalities caused by other people® sycophancy. And he had a sense of propottionN for he enjoyed
unbroken influence and favor with Tiberius This compds me to doubtwhether, like other things
thefriendshipsand enmities of rulers depend on destiny and the luck of aman(@ birth. Instead, may
not our own decisionsplay some part, enabling usto steer away, safe from intrigues and hazards,
between perilousinsubodinaion and degrading servility?0(4nnals, 167)

21) QY]et the Emperor, not withganding his irascible temper and an implacability propottioned to
his reserve, was softened by the modeation and prudence of Agricola, who nather by aperverse
obginacy nor an idle parade of freedomchdlenged fame or provoked hisfate. Let it beknown to
thoe whose habit it isto admire thedisregard of authority, tha there may begreat men even unde
bad emperors, and tha obedience and submission, when joined to activity and vigor, may attain a
glory which mog men reach only by a perilouscareer, utterly useless to the state, and closed by an
ogentatiousdeath.O(4gricola, 42)
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