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EMPLOYMENT 
 
Present VISITING ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOLOGY 
 Reed College 
 
2004-2007 POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW IN BRAIN AND COGNITIVE SCIENCES 
 University of Rochester 
 
EDUCATI ON 
 
2004 PH.D. IN PSYCHOLOGY (COGNITIVE DIVISION) 

with minors in Developmental Psychology and Linguistics 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Thesis: Phonological development: Mechanisms and representations 
Advisor: Cynthia Fisher 

   
2002 M.A. IN PSYCHOLOGY (COGNITIVE DIVISION) 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Thesis: Context encoding as fundamental to lexical-phonological learning 
Advisor: Cynthia Fisher 

 
1998 DOUBLE B.A. WITH HONORS IN PSYCHOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY  
 Oklahoma State University 
 Thesis: Twenty-four hour melody retention in 6-month-old infants 
 Advisor: David G. Thomas 

Thesis: Using the philosophy of science to reconcile apparent discrepancies between the 
intellectual history and empirical research on linguistic relativity  

 Advisor: Edward G. Lawry 
 
H ON ORS AND AWARDS 
 
2005 SPRING OPEN CAMPUS CLASSROOM 
 University of Rochester  

my Language Development class was selected as one prospective students should attend 
  
2004 JAMES MCKEEN CATTELL AWARD NOMINEE  

Psychology Department, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  
nominated for outstanding doctoral dissertation in psychology 

 
2003 COGNITIVE SCIENCE/ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SUMMER FELLOWSHIP 
 Beckman Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 
2003 PAULA MENYUK TRAVEL AWARD 
 Boston University Conference on Language Development 
 
2003 STUDENT TRAVEL AWARD 
 Society for Research in Child Development 
 
2003 CONFERENCE TRAVEL GRANT 
 Graduate College, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
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2001, 2003 OUTSTANDING MENTION 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  
included on the “Incomplete List of Instructors Rated Excellent by Students” 

 
2000-2003 CONFERENCE TRAVEL GRANT 
 Psychology Department, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 
1998-2000, 2002 NIMH LANGUAGE PROCESSING TRAINING GRANT FELLOW 
 
1999 NSF GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP HONORABLE MENTION 
 
1997-1998 LEW WENTZ FOUNDATION PROJECT AWARD 

Oklahoma State University 
funded to design and conduct an independent research project 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Articles and chapters 
 
Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., & Fisher, C. (under revision). A vowel is a vowel: Generalizing newly-learned 

phonotactic constraints to new contexts. 
 
Fisher, C., Church, B. A., & Chambers, K. E. (2004). Learning to identify spoken words. In D. G. Hall & S. R. 

Waxman (Eds.), Weaving a lexicon. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
 
Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., & Fisher, C. (2003). Infants learn phonotactic regularities from brief auditory 

experience. Cognition, 87, B69-B77. 
 
Onishi, K. H., Chambers, K. E., & Fisher, C. (2002). Learning phonotactic constraints from brief auditory exposure. 

Cognition, 83, B13-B23.   
 
Fisher, C., Hunt, C. M., Chambers, K. E., & Church, B. A. (2001). Abstraction and specificity in preschoolers’ 

representations of novel spoken words. Journal of Memory and Language, 45, 665-687. 
 
Manuscripts in preparation 
 
Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., & Fisher, C. (in preparation). Keeping track of vowel contexts during phonotactic 

learning in infancy. 
 
Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., & Fisher, C. (in preparation). Going beyond the input: The generalization of 

phonotactic regularities in infancy. 
 
PRESEN TATI ONS 
 
Conference presentations 
 
Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., Wu, Y., Lomibao, J. (2007, March). Statistical learning and word recognition: Nonwords 

and words mingle. In K. E. Chambers & K. H. Onishi (Chairs), From artificial language learning to normal 
language processing. Symposium held at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Boston, MA. 

 
Chambers, K. E., & Onishi, K. H., Wu, Y., Lomibao, J. (2006, November). Nowords and words mingle.  Paper 

presented at the Boston University Conference on Language Development, Boston, MA, US. 
 
Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., Wu, Y., Lomibao, J. (2006, June). The influence of nonwords on recognizing words. Poster 

presented at the International Conference on Infant Studies, Kyoto, JP. 
 
Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., & Fisher, C. (2005, April). Rule abstraction and speech sound representation in infancy.  

Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GA, 
US. 

 
Chambers, K. E., & Onishi, K. H. (2004, November). Generalizing phonotactic regularities across vowel contexts in infancy.  

Paper presented at the Boston University Conference on Language Development, Boston, MA, US. 
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Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., & Fisher, C. (2004, May). Constraints on phonotactic learning in 16.5-month-old infants. In 

K. E. Chambers & K. H. Onishi (Chairs), Distributional learning in phonological development: 
Generalizations and constraints. Symposium held at the International Conference on Infant Studies, 
Chicago, IL, US. 

 
Church, B. A., Fisher, C., & Chambers, K. E. (2004, May). How speaker and pronunciation specific are the representations 

mediating priming of words and nonwords in preschoolers? Poster presented at the International Conference on 
Infant Studies, Chicago, IL, US. 

 
Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., & Fisher, C. (2003, November). Going beyond the input: Extending newly learned 

phonotactic regularities.  Paper presented at the Boston University Conference on Language Development, 
Boston, MA, US.  

 
Chambers, K. E., & Onishi, K. H. (2003, April). Acquisition of complex phonotactic regularities in infancy. Poster presented 

at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Tampa, FL, US. 
 
Chambers, K. E., & Onishi, K. H. (2002, November). Generalizing phonotactic regularities.  Poster presented at the 43rd 

Annual Meeting of the Psychonomics Society, Kansas City, MO, US. 
 
Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., & Fisher, C. (2002, June). Generalizing phonotactic regularities from brief auditory experience. 

Poster presented at the Eighth Conference on Laboratory Phonology, New Haven, CT, US. 
 
Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., & Fisher, C. (2002, April). Phonotactic acquisition in infancy. Poster presented at the 

International Conference on Infant Studies, Toronto, ON, CA. 
 
Chambers, K. E., Onishi, K. H., & Fisher, C. (2001, October). The continuity of phonotactic learning. Poster presented to 

the Cognitive Development Society, Virginia Beach, VA, US. 
 
Chambers, K. E., & Onishi, K. H. (2001, May). Within-syllable phonotactic learning. Paper presented to the Midwestern 

Psychological Association, Chicago, IL, US. 
 
Chambers, K. E., & Onishi, K. H. (2001, April). Distributional learning of phonotactic constraints. Poster presented at the 

Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Minneapolis, MN, US. 
 
Chambers, K. E., Fisher, C., & Church, B. A. (1999, October). Context sensitive long-term auditory priming after minimal 

experience in 3-year olds. Poster presented to the Cognitive Development Society, Chapel Hill, NC, US. 
 
Thomas, D. G., Letterman, M. R., Little, V. M., Najm, R. G., & Chambers, K. E. (1998, April). The influence of amount of 

stimulus experience on event-related potential measures of memory in 3-month-old infants. Poster presented at the International 
Conference on Infant Studies, Atlanta, GA, US. 

 
Chambers, K. E., Thomas, D. G., Najm, R. G., Letterman, M. R., & Little, V. M. (1998, March). Twenty-four hour 

melody retention in 6-month-old infants. Paper presented at the annual meeting of Oklahoma Psychological 
Association/Oklahoma Psychological Society, Edmond, OK, US.  

 
Letterman, M. R., Little, V. M., Thomas, D. G. Stiles, S. K., Chambers, K. E., & Najm, R. G. (1997, April). Electrophysiological 

correlates of recognition memory in 3-month-old infants: A 3-day auditory paradigm. Poster presented to the Southwestern 
Psychological Association, Fort Worth, TX, US. 

 
Thomas, D. G., Andrew, J., Overton, S., Chambers, K. E., Letterman, M. R., & Little, V. M. (1997, April). Behavioral responses 

to familiar and novel auditory stimuli by 5-month-old infants. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Washington, D. C., US. 

 
Little, V. M., Letterman, M. R., Stiles, S. K., Chambers, K. E., Mashburn, H., & Metheny, C. (1997, March). Parental attitudes 

toward infant participation in behavioral research. Paper presented at the Oklahoma State University 8th Annual Graduate 
Student Research Symposium, Stillwater, OK, US. 

 
Najm, R. G., Chambers, K. E., & Thomas, D. G. (1997, March). The concept of stimulus “value” in 5-month-old infants. 

Paper presented at the annual meeting of Oklahoma Psychological Society/Oklahoma Psychological 
Association, Edmond, OK, US. 
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Recent invited talks and guest lectures 
 
2007 (June)  Current Issues in Language Acquisition: Artificial languages and statistical learning, Workshop, 

University of Calgary, Calgary, AB, CA. 
  
2007 (April)  Psychology Department, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO, US. 
 
2007 (April)  Psychology Department, Reed College, Portland, OR, US. 
 
2006 (November)  Introduction to Cognitive Science, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY, US. 
 
2006 (April)  McGill Cognitive Area Seminar, Department of Psychology, McGill University, Montreal, QC, CA. 
 
2005 (December) Brain and Cognitive Sciences Lunch Talk Series, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY, US.  
 
2005 (November) Introduction to Cognitive Science, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY, US. 
 
2004 (November) Language Processing Brown Bag Series, Department of Psychology, McMaster University, 

Hamilton, ON, CA. 
 
2004 (April) Center for Language Sciences, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY, US. 
 
2004 (April) Psychology Department, Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, ON, CA. 
 
2004 (February) Psychology Department, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN, US. 
 
TEACHI NG EXPERIENCE  
 
2005-2007 SUPERVISOR, ROCHESTER INFANT LABORATORY 
 University of Rochester (director: Richard Aslin) 
 supervised research assistants who collected, transcribed, and coded data; organized weekly 

discussions of research articles 
 
2005 (Spring) INSTRUCTOR, LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 
 University of Rochester (enrollment: 41) 

designed and taught a course that included discussion of typical and atypical phonetic, 
phonological, syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic development as well as a discussion of signed 
languages, bilingualism, and animal communication   

 
2002-2004 INSTRUCTOR AND SUPERVISOR, SPEECH PERCEPTION LABORATORY 
 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (director: Kyle E. Chambers and Kristine Onishi) 
 setup and directed a new laboratory for conducting experiments on adult language processing; 

supervised research assistants who collected, transcribed, and coded data; led weekly lab seminars, 
which included discussions of research articles, basic statistics, and research methods 

 
1998-2004 SUPERVISOR, LANGUAGE ACQUISITION LABORATORY 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (director: Cynthia Fisher) 
taught looking preference, elicited repetition, and headturn preference procedures; oversaw 
research assistants who collected, transcribed, and coded data using these methods 

 
2003 (Fall) TEACHING ASSISTANT, LABORATORY IN COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY  

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (instructor: Aaron Benjamin) 
taught lab sections for an upper-level course that covered research methods, experimental design, 
data analysis, and report writing; helped students design, conduct, and report their own projects 

 
2002-2003 TEACHING ASSISTANT, SENIOR HONORS SEMINAR  
 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (instructor: Eva Pomerantz) 
 assisted students with the writing of their honors theses on a broad range of cognitive, 

perceptual, and biological topics; helped students prepare posters for a research symposium  
 
2002 (Summer) SUPERVISOR, SUMMER RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
served as a mentor for two visiting undergraduate students working on independent research 
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2002 (Spring) TEACHING ASSISTANT, JUNIOR HONORS SEMINAR 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (instructor: Eva Pomerantz) 
aided students with writing literature reviews and giving presentations for their honors theses 

 
2001 (Fall) TEACHING ASSISTANT, INTRODUCTION TO EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY  

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (instructor: Kathryn Bock) 
taught lab sections on a wide range of topics for introductory psychology; focused on research 
methods, experimental design, data analysis, report writing, and exam construction; graded lab 
reports 

 
PROFESSION AL ACTIVI TIES 
 
Reviewing 
 
2005-Present GRADUATE ADMISSIONS INTERVIEWER  

Brain and Cognitive Sciences Department, University of Rochester 
 
2004-Present AD HOC REVIEWER  

Cognition 
Developmental Science 
Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition 

 
2004 REVIEW PANEL MEMBER 

Conference on Laboratory Phonology 
 
2001 GRADUATE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE MEMBER 

Cognitive Division, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 
Service 
 
2000-2004 REPRESENTATIVE TO THE GRADUATE STUDENT ORGANIZATION 
 Cognitive Division, Psychology Department, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 
2000-2004 MENTOR PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
 Cognitive Division, Psychology Department, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

arranged for incoming graduate students to have senior graduate student mentors 
 
1999-2004 BECKMAN INSTITUTE OPEN HOUSE ORGANIZER 
 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 helped design and present public exhibits on language acquisition for annual open house 
 
Current Professional Memberships 
 

American Psychological Society 
 
Cognitive Development Society 
 
International Society for Infant Studies 
 
Society for Language Development 
 
Society for Research in Child Development 
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Birkbeck College    University of Illinois  University of Illinois 
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